
[image: image1.emf]National Organic Standards Board (NOSB)   Livestock Committee     PROPOSED ORGANIC AQUACULTURE STANDARDS:   Fish Feed and Related Management Issues     November 19 , 2008     Color Legend for document:   Black  –  already approved language   Red  –  proposed languag e for this meeting   Blue: changes approved by LC  in evening  meeting  of  Nov. 18 , 2008     Introduction :       For the past three years the NOSB with the assistance of the Aquaculture Working Group (AWG) has been in the  process of introducing organic aquaculture st andards under the umbrella of the livestock section of the Rule.   After trying to resolve inherent incompatibilities between terrestrial and aquatic livestock, the NOSB realized the  need to create an independent set of standards for aquaculture.  Based on  earlier proposals approved by the  NOSB, and presented by the AWG, this recommendation includes regulation related to the feeding of  aquatic  animal s . The recommendation also includes a listing of terms defined.     Background :     During the disc ussion and approval of the Aquaculture Working Group’s proposed standards for finfish presented  at the 2007 Spring meeting of the NOSB, it became clear that there was a need for further analysis and review on  the use of wild caught fish meal and fish oil i n organic aquaculture.  As a result, the language referring to fish  meal and fish oil was removed from the AWG document prior to the NOSB approval.  In November 2007, the  NOSB hosted the Organic Aquaculture Symposium on fish feed and net pens to explore th e range and depth of  scientific and environmental challenges facing global aquaculture. The NOSB realized the need to implement rule  changes to allow for certific a tion of aquatic species, but there was a critical challenge:  providing adequate  supplies of  essential nutrients to a new industry with non existing sources of fish meal and fish oil.         At the Spring 2008 NOSB meeting, the National Organic Program stated that wild caught fish could be  considered by Board as a viable alternative for fish meal an d fish oil based on OFPA.  The following sections of  OFPA are pertinent to this Recommendation: 2103(11)  –  definition of Livestock; 2107(a)(6)  –  periodic residue  testing; 2107(c)(1)  –  allowance of wild seafood to be certified or labeled as organic, 2107(c) (2)(B)  –   accommodate the unique characteristics of the industries in the United States that harvest and process wild  seafood.      The following recommendations are being brought forward in order to maintain organic principles in organic  aquaculture through t he limited stepped down use of sustainably - sourced wild - caught fish feed as a nonsynthetic  feed supplement.     Discussion :      The present recommendation was developed after careful consideration of the nutritional and health needs of  aquatic species presented  by the Aquaculture Working Group, the panelists selected at the Aquaculture  Symposium of November 2007, Public Comment and statements made by the National Organic Program at the  Spring 2008 NOSB meeting. The following points summarize the important criter ia which guided this  recommendation:      


